SAFE SANCTUARIES UPDATE

JULY 2005

Each month our Safe Sanctuaries Team will be letting you know about our most recent activities and events so that you will be aware of what is going on at Covenant Church to provide safety and protection for our Children, Youth and  Volunteers. Here are the events that have occurred during the month of June, as well as upcoming information:
Meetings:  A special meeting was called on Sunday, May 22nd, to provide an opportunity for parents with any concerns to come and find out more about the Safe Sanctuaries Team and its activities.  We also held our regular monthly meeting on Sunday, June 12th, when we adopted the final copy of the Covenant Participation and Background Screening Form for all who choose to volunteer in the areas of children and youth ministry.  This form will be implemented in the following ways:

A. Via the ‘Discover Covenant’ class with all folks who take the Gifts Assessment and determine that they would like to volunteer in these areas, effective July 1st, 2005.

B. Via Volunteer Training, scheduled for July/August, 2005, for all Nursery, Sunday School and Ministry area volunteers as a part of regular paperwork and training.

C. Via the Youth Ministries program kickoff in August, 2005, when volunteers are recruited for the various programs and activities that take place within the ministry area.

We also discussed the options for installation of security locks, scan cards and other equipment that will allow areas to be secured and control unknown folks from wandering our hallways during all times of the week.  Estimated costs will range somewhere between $18-$20,000, which is not a part of our present budget, so several options were discussed for fundraising.  The first of these will be the Children’s Consignment Sale, headed up by Vicky Hey and Mandy Burns, which will be held Aug. 19th-20th.  Please watch the bulletin for details.  The Team will meet again on July 17th at 3pm, and the meeting is open to anyone interested in becoming a part of this important ministry!  If you have any questions, please contact Colleen Danson, Director of Christian Education, at the church office---841-3242 ext. 10.

